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Since about the late 1980s, the Superme Court of India has been dpro-activel;; engaged in
India’s environment issues. In most countries, it is the executive and the legislaiive branches
of the government that_r%lan, implement and address environmental issues; the Indian
experience is different. The Supreme Court of India has been engaged in interpreting and
introducing new changes in the environmental jurisprudence directly. The Court has laid
down new principles to protect the environment, re-interpreted environmental laws, created
new institutions and structures, and conferred additional powers on the existing ones
through a series of directions and judgments,
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