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P .  T .  O .

v e ry  h a rd  to  d e s c rib e  l f e 1 \  th o u g h  I re m e m b e r it w ith  th e  u tm o st v iv id n e s s .

c h a n g in g  th e  g u a rd .  S u d d e n ly , 
in  th e  v e ry  n ıid d le  o f  s a y in g  s o m e th in g ,  

I  fe ıt - it w a s

w a s  c le a r ly  o u tlin e d  a g a in s t th e  s k y .  I w a s  ta lk in g  to  th e  s e n tr ie s p re p a ra to ry  to

b e c a u s e  w e  h a d  th e  d a w n  a t o u r  b a c k s , a n d  if y o u  s tu c k  y o w  h e a d  a b o v e  th e  p a r a p e t it

c o m e r o f  th e  p a r a p e t, a t  fiv e  o
'

c lo c k  in  th e  m o r n i n g .  T h is  w a s  a lw a y s  a  d a n g e r o lıs  t im e
,

h it b y  a  b u lle t is  v e r y  in te r e s tin g  a n d  I th in k  it is  w o r th  d e s c r ib in g  in  d e ta il .  It w a s  a t th e

I h a d  b e e n  a b o u t te n  d a y s a t th e  f o n t  w h e n  it h a p p e n e d .  T h e  w h o le  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  b e in g
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m e  ra in  p la y s  a  little  s le e p
-

s o n g  o n  o u r  ro o f  a t n ig h t

T h e  r a in  m a k e s  s till p o o ls  o n  th e  s id e w a lk .  T he  ra in  m a k e s  r u n n in g  p o o ls  in  th e  \  tte r .

L e t th e  r a in  s in g  y o u  a  lu lla b y .

L e t th e  ra in  b e a t u p o n  y o u r  h e a d  w ith  s ilv e r  liq u id  d r o p s .

L e t th e  ra in  k is s  y o u .

A p ril R a in  S o n g

Q  &

s e n s e .

d a z e d  fe e lin g , a  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  b e in g  
v e ry  b a d ly  h u rt, bu t n o  p a in  in  th e  o rd in a ry

h ittin g  th e  g r o u n d  w ith  a  v io le n t b a n g ,  
w h ic h  to  m y  r e lie (  d id  n o t h u r t.  I h a d  a  n u m b ,

th a n  a  s e c o n d .  T h e  n e x t m o m e n t m y  
k n e e s  c r u m p le d  u p  a n d  I w a s  fa llin g ,  m

y  
h e a d

h a d  g o n e  o f ï  a c c id e n ta lly  a n d  s h o t m e .  A ll th is  h a p p e n e d  in  a  sp a c e  o f  tim e  m u c h  le s s

w a s  h it ,  b u t b e c a u s e  o f  th e  s e e m in g  b
a n g  

a n d  fla s h  I th o u g h t jt w a s  a  rifle  n e a r b y  th a t

w o u ld  fe e l m u c h  th e  s a m e  if  y o u  w e re  s tr u c k  b y  lig h tn in g .  I k n e w  im m e d ia te ly  th a t Į

to  n o th in g .  T h e  s a n d b a g s  in  f o n t  o f  m e  re c e d e d  in to  irn m e n s e  d is ta n c e .  I fa n c y  y o u

te rm in a l ; w ith  it a  s e n s e  o f  u tte r w e a k n e s s , 
a  fe e lin g  o f  b e in g  s tric k e n  a n d  s h riv e lle d  u p

tre m e n d o u s  s h o c k -

n o  p a in , 
o n ly a  v io le n t s h o c k , s u c h a s  y o u  g e t fr o m  a n  e le c tric

s e e m e d  to  b e  a  lo u d  b a n g  a n d  a  b lin d in g  
fla s h  o f  lig h t a ll r o u n d  m e

,  
a n d I fe lt a

R o u g h ly  s p e a k in g  it  · 
w a s  t h e  s e n s a tio n  o f  b e in g  a t th e  c e n tre  o f  a n  e x p lo s io n .  T he re
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